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Front cover illustration: Pzkw IV ausfH. 7.Kompanie, Panzer-Regiment 26. This vehicle is also shown in full and discussed in the illustration section on page 16. 
Front cover inset photograph: A 15cm sIG 33 auf Panzer 38(t) ausf H, more commonly referred to as a Grille self-propelled gun, of 26.Panzer-Division. These 
vehicles were used as heavy support or close range weapons in the armoured infantry regiments of Panzer and Panzergrenadier divisions. Each of the Panzer 
divisions that served in Italy had twelve, although the Hermann Goring division had lost one in Sicily, with 3.Panzergrenadier-Division and 29.Panzergrenadier- 
Division received theirs between April and July 1943. There were few losses it seems and replacements were only three and two in April 1944 to Panzer-Division 
Hermann Goring and 26.Panzer-Division respectively, all ausfM models. This one displays a full range of markings, not a frequent sight on armoured vehicles in 
Italy. Back cover inset: One of the Panzerjager Tiger(P) - more commonly known as Ferdinand and later Elefant - lost in theAnzio bridgehead. A single company of 
these self-propelled guns was sent to Italy in early 1944 as l.Kompanie, schwere Heeres-Panzerjager-Abteilung 653 with eleven vehicles. In March two were 
destroyed by their crews and a further six were lost in June during the general retreat. By August, when the company was withdrawn to Germany, only three 
Elefants remained. The vehicles were supposed to be numbered using the sequences 101,102, 111 to 114, 121 tol24 and 131 however not all displayed their 
assigned number. 



A Pzkw VI Tiger I, number 134 of l.Kompanie, schwere Panzer-Abteilung 508 and a Pzkw IV from 8.Kompanie, Panzer-Regiment 26 of 26.Panzer-Division both 
photographed during the bitter fighting around the Anzio-Nettuno area of February and March 1944. Note the much simplified version of the Panzer-Regiment 
26 unit insignia on the hull front of the Pzkw IV, near the driver's visor. The wet winter impaired the German attacks to a large extent and the weather was often 
cold, dismal and overcast, as seen in these two photographs. 










/\s a prelude to the invasion of the Italian mainland , the Allies fought a short 
but savage campaign for Sicily from 10 July to 17 August 1943, after first 
capturing the isolated islands of Pantellaria and Lampedusa in mid-June. The 
role of the German armoured units involved in those earlier operations is 
covered in our previous title Fortress: German Armour In The Defence Of Sicily. 

The long and bloody struggle for control of the Italian mainland began on 
Friday, 3 September 1943 when the British 8th Army landed in Calabria. The 
landing was for the most part unopposed as the German units stationed in 
southern Italy were busy with the task of recovering from the Sicilian 
campaign while those in the north had in fact been positioned there to ensure 
that Germany's ally remained loyal to the Axis cause. The Italian leader Benito 
Mussolini had been arrested months earlier on 25 July and there were 
rumours - which proved to be true - of peace talks with the Allies. The initial 
British landings were quickly followed by others at Taranto and Bari on 9 
September just twenty-four hours after the new Italian government 
eventually surrendered to the Allies. The German reaction to the Italian 
capitulation was swift and often brutal and a two day pitched battle was 
fought for control of Rome with units of 3.Panzergrenadier-Division, 
2.Fallschirmjager-Division and elements of 26. Panzer-Division taking part. 

In addition to the landings at Taranto and Bari, a far larger assault was made 
on Thursday, 9 September on the beaches of Salerno Bay, south of Naples. This 
time however the German reaction was immediate and a fierce battle raged 
for almost a week from 10 to 16 September, when the desperate British and 
American resistance, continually reinforced, finally exhausted the attacking 
Germans. The brunt of the fighting was borne by the units of 16. Panzer- 
Division but reinforcements from 26.Panzer-Division and Panzer-Division 
Hermann Goring also played a part. 

Fearing that either Sardinia or Corsica - the latter had in fact been under 
attack - would be the next targets for Allied landings and that the meagre 
forces stationed there would be sacrificed needlessly, the Germans evacuated 
both islands during September and into October 1943. Importantly this move 
freed 90.Panzergrenadier-Division, originally titled Division-Sardinien, and 
16.SS-Panzergrenadier-Division ReichsfuhrerSS for service on the mainland. 

In thefollowing months the fighting bogged down into defensive battles along 
fortified lines based on rivers or mountain ranges. Here, in addition to 
machine gun nests and anti-tank positions, the Germans were able to employ 


some thirteen emplaced Panther turrets, referred to as Pantherturm. These 
proved to be so successful that defensive lines were prepared all the way up 
the peninsula with these turrets as a feature. 

In November 1943, considering the insatiable requirements of the Russian 
Front and rationalising that the terrain of central Italy was unsuitable for 
tanks, Hitler withdrew 16.Panzer-Division. Although the division's personnel 
were transferred to the east, its tanks were left behind to re-equip 26. Panzer- 
Division and 3.Panzergrenadier-Division. It was indeed true that the massed 
Panzer formations which had proved to be so lethal in the fields of northern 
Europe and the plains of Russia were of no real use in Italy and the Germans 
were from that time on to show their mastery of the delaying battle. German 
battle groups, often incorporating self-propelled anti-tank guns, would hold 
fortified zones for as long as possible, counter-attacking immediately if a 
position fell or retreating to the next defensive line behind the cover of a rear¬ 
guard using ambushes and infiltration. Thorough demolition of the numerous 
mountain roads and bridges, together with the ubiquitous mines, booby-traps 
and snipers were a feature of the campaign. Allied veterans would recall that 
they were only able to move forward when the Germans decided to move 
back. 

On 22 January 1944, in an effort to turn the German defences around Cassino, 
where a major offensive had been stalled since the previous week, a large 
Allied amphibious landing took place in theAnzio-Nettuno area south-west of 
Rome. Although initially caught offguard the Germans were however able to 
exploit the excessive caution shown by the Allies in not moving off the beaches 
immediately and Hitler personally directed new formations to the Anzio front 
including units armed with the Sturmpanzer IV, Panther and Tiger I tanks and 
the first company of Panzerjdger-Abteilung 653 equipped with the Elefant 
self-propelled 88mm gun. No less than three large German attacks were 
made between 3 and 10 February, then again from 16 to 20 February and 
lastly on 29 February ending on 2 March 1944. By the end of the first week of 
March both sides were exhausted and settled down to a period of fighting 
which was somewhat reminiscent of the 1914-18 war until, on 12 May the 
Allies resumed the offensive, first on the Cassino front, where very promising 
results were obtained by the French, then at Anzio on Tuesday, 23 May where 
they were finally able to breach the German line by the following Friday. 
Although suffering heavy casualties, as did the Germans, the Allies were able 
to push forward and take Rome on Sunday, 4 June capturing few troops but a 
large bag of material including many armoured vehicles. 
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A Carro Commando fully-tracked command vehicle based on the later Italian M15/42 tank chassis and armed with two Breda machine guns moving under the 
protection of rain clouds. This photograph is taken from the same series as the Sturmpanzer IV shown on page 6, however as Sturm-Panzer- Abteilung 216 
officially had no Carro Commando on hand this vehicle is almost certainly from another unit and although no markings are visible and the date is unknown 
this is probably the autumn of1944. As with most requisitioned Italian vehicles it has retained its original camouflage which would in any case have been a fair 
match for the contemporary German colours. Carro Commando variants were usually found in units operating Semovente self-propelled guns, which were for 
the most part allocated to the Panzerjager battalions of infantry divisions. 
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Events elsewhere would now have a great impact on the German forces 
fighting in southern Europe. On 6 June 1944, just two days after the 
Americans entered Rome, the massive Allied invasion in Normandy began 
while less than three weeks later the Soviets would launch an offensive - 
codenamed Bagration - that would dwarf the Normandy landings. 

To meet the demands of the other two fronts, units were constantly siphoned 
off including in July 1944, Fallschirm-Panzer-Division Hermann Goring - 
which had been renamed in May - with 3.Panzergrenadier-Division and 
15.Panzergrenadier-Division following in August. By February 1945 16.SS- 
Panzergrenadier-Division would be transferred to Hungary and of the 
armoured units only 26.Panzer-Division, 29.Panzergrenadier-Division and 
90.Panzergrenadier-Division remained until May 1945. In addition many 
formations were broken up to provide reinforcements or create new units. 

Moving steadily north through central Italy the Germans gave up Florence on 
15 August 1944 although sporadic fighting continued until 1 September. 
Although the German defence lost none of its tenacity they were no longer 
capable of large offensive operations and the remainder of the war was 
characterised by small delaying attacks which often had no real effect. 

The Germans last major line of defence ran from south of La Spezia on the 
west coast to the Foglia Valley following the Apennine Mountains which 
formed a formidable natural barrier extending from coast to coast with some 
peaks rising to over 2,000 metres. Originally named the Gothic Line - or 
Gotenstellung this imposing line of trenches, concrete-reinforced machine 
gun and artillery positions, barbed wire and anti-tank ditches had been 
renamed the Green Line in June on the orders of Hitler who feared the 
propaganda victory that the Allies would enjoy if they were ever to capture 
such an impressively named fortification. In any case it left little room for 
armoured operations. 

Between September and November 1944 the Allies launched several 
offensives against the Green Line which the Germans were either able to fight 


off or to retreat in good order to prepared positions and thereby maintain the 
overall integrity of the line. Throughout the winter of 1944-45 the German 
defenders were able to hang on but with the coming of spring, on 9 April the 
Commonwealth armies on the east coast began a major drive followed on 18 
April by the mainly US forces on the west coast and within four days the 
German front had been broken. 

Streaming north the Germans now found themselves with their backs to the 
River Po, the last natural line of defence, which far from offering any 
protection, constituted instead a barrier where only men could be ferried 
across as all the bridges had been destroyed. For the most part all heavy 
eguipment was abandoned. With the death of Hitler on 30 April, the German 
forces in Italy capitulated two days later on 2 May 1945. 

The principal German armoured units which operated in Italy were the three 
tank divisions - 16.Panzer-Division, 26.Panzer-Division and the Luftwaffe's 
Panzer-Division Hermann Goring. In addition there were five armoured 
infantry divisions - 3.Panzergrenadier-Division, 15.Panzergrenadier-Division, 
29.Panzergrenadier-Division, 90.Panzergrenadier-Division and 16. 55- 
Panzergrenadier-Division ReichsfuhrerSS. To support these largerformations 
were three battalions of Sturmgeschutz assault guns, a Sturm-Panzer- 
Abteilung, a full heavy Panzerjager-Abteilung and the detached company of 
another, a tank battalion eguipped with radio-controlled demolition vehicles 
and I.Abteilung of Panzer-Regiment 4 which was more or less autonomous. All 
are examined in detail in the text and tables throughout this book as are some 
of the infantry divisions that served in Italy. Mention should perhaps also be 
made of the units of 1.Panzer-Division, 24.Panzer-Division and l.SS-Panzer- 
Division Leibstandarte SS Adolf Hitler which did not take part in the fighting 
against the Allies but were used to disarm Italian troops in September and 
October of1943. From late 1943 the armoured units of the Repubblica Sociale 
Italiana were armed with a number of German vehicles including 
Sturmgeschutz III assault guns and Panzer III and IV tanks although they were 
restricted to anti-partisan operations. 


Below: A Panzerjager Nashorn ofschwere Panzerjager-Abteilung 525 photographed near Senigallia, a small town south of San Marino on the east coast, in 
July 1944 with its new owners. This battalion was the sole user of these vehicles in Italy and although they were eguipped with the deadly 8.8cm 
Panzer abwehrkanone 43/1 anti-tank gun the unit must have suffered greatly as it received forty-five replacement vehicles between May and November 1944 
- which was the exact number the battalion took to Italy in August 1943. Interestingly this battalion was allocated a company ofJagdpanther tank destroyers 
in late 1944 which never materialised. The self-propelled guns of this battalion usually carried a three digit number on the superstructure side which is 
unfortunately obscured here by foliage camouflage. The title Nashorn was given to these vehicles in preference to their original name of Hornisse by Hitler 
personally in 1944. 
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AFV STRENGTH - 31 AUGUST OR 1 SEPTEMBER 1943 

Note that the figure for each unit given here under the first column entitled Total, is the full complement of vehicles on hand including those in short or long term 
repair while the following column gives the number of operational vehicles ready for immediate deployment. It will be noted that the totals do not always 
reflect the official vehicle allocationsfor a particular type of unit at this time but rather the actual numberavailable. 
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Battalion with 1 light and 2 medium companies 

Panzer-Abteilung 190 
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*At this time Panzer-Regiment 2 also had six Sdkfz 251/16 half-tracks; **Not shown here are the fourteen further Pzkw III ausf N vehicles which had been 
detached from Panzer-Regiment Hermann Goring. Note that at this time the correct title of 16.SS-Panzergrenadier-Division was in fact Sturmbrigade 
Reichsfuhrer SS and would not be changed until October 1943. There has been some confusion regarding the allocation of tanks and assault guns within the 
division and this seems to have arisen as the Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung was renamed SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 16 in mid-1944. This was basically a change in 
name only and also seems to have been carried out in a number of other Panzergrenadier divisions at, or about; the same time. In July 1944 the battalion was 
transferred to Germany were it was to be retrained and re-eguipped but never returned to either Italy or its parent formation and instead was used to form 
32.SS-Freiwilligen-Grenadier-Division. It would seem likely that its armoured vehicles were handed over to SS-Panzer-Abteilung 16 although this is unconfirmed 
and a former commander, Hauptsturmfuhrer Albert Knobelspies, later stated that the Panzer battalion's assault guns came from Panzer-division Hermann 
Goring when that unit left Italy. 

Below: A Pzkw VI Tiger I of schwere Panzer-Abteilung 508 photographed in the town ofCori, south-east of Rome, on Wednesday, 31 May 1944. By that date the 
battalion had been reduced to eleven operational tanks and crews without vehicles were formed into tank hunter teams under the command ofOberleutnant 
Junghans of the second company. The vehicle shown here is in all probability one of the seven tanks of 3.Kompanie that had to be destroyed in and around Cori 
by their crews on the previous Thursday due to a lack of fuel. 
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At left: A further two Pzkw IV tanks of 26. Panzer- 
Division abandoned in Ponsacco and photographed on 
18 July 1944. The vehicle closest to the camera, 
numbered 834, is an ausf H which has a very roughly 
applied coat of Zimmerit and a field modified rack 
fitted to the turret roof which can also be seen on the 
7.Kompanie tank shown on the facing page. The 
second vehicle is an ausf J model and appears to be 
devoid of any marking except the Balkenkreuz 
national insignia. Although northern ltaTy~~lras 
changed dramatically since the end of the war we 
have been able to identify this location as facing north 
towards Pontedera on the Via Augusto Vanni near the 
corner of Via Bagnaia which lies just beyond trees in 
the background. 


This Pzkw IV of8.Kompanie, Panzer-Regiment 26 from 26.Panzer-Division was photographed in mid-July 1944, the location variously described as Pontedera 
or Ponsacco. The two towns are in fact a only few kilometres from each other, the area in between straddling the main road which runs from Livorno to 
Florence. Although the official caption states that it was a victim of US Army artillery fire, this tank has clearly suffered an internal explosion. Though badly 
damaged the Balkenkreuz insignia and the tank's number 812 can still be seen on the turretSchurzen. 
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At left: This Pzkw IVAusfF2 of Panzer-Regiment 
26 was photographed on 7 September 1944 
during the fighting for the Gothic Line defences. 
It was quite a veteran by this time and its crew 
has claimed three victories judging by the rings 
on the barrel of the main gun. Very soon after 
introduction this variant's title was changed 
to ausf G and the first model of the L/43 
muzzle brake, with its distinctive spherical 
silhouette, was replaced with the later 
version on the production lines in September 
1942. Below: The semi-official badge worn 
by personnel of 26.Panzer-Division. Made 
of a silver coloured metal this badge was 
worn on the leftside of the cap. At bottom: 
This Pzkw IV ausfJ of 7.Kompanie, Panzer- 
Regiment 26 is unusual in having the unit 
insignia of 26.Panzer-Division displayed 
at the front of the turret Schurzen. The 
vehicles of 8.Kompanie shown in the 
centre image on the facing page carried 
the same marking on the hull front to the 
right of the driver's visor ; although it 
cannot be seen in our photograph. Of 
note is the neat, factory applied 
Zimmerit and the rack on the turret 
roof. This vehicle is also shown on the 
front cover. 
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At left: Another Sturmpanzer IV ofSturm-Ponzer-Abteilung 
216 said to have been photographed in March 1944 in the 
Anzio-Nettuno area. As with most of these guns during 
their service in Italy the Balkenkreuz national insignia is the 
only marking used. 


By early April 1945 the number of guns on hand stood at 
I forty-three although the battalion must have suffered 
1 huge losses during its service in Italy as no less than 
1 seventy-eight replacement vehicles were received. The 
( vehicle shown in the photographs at top and below is an 
early model and was probably photographed during the 
autumn of1944. The name Brummbar, which is often used 
I to refer to these vehicles, is in fact either a post-war 
I creation or a term mistakenly used by Allied intelligence 
services. In any case it was not used by the Germans whose 
I shorthand term for the Sturmpanzer IV was Stupa. 




Sturm-Panzer-Abteilung 216 was the only unit eguipped with 
Sturmpanzer IV infantry support guns during the Italian 
campaign. The battalion arrived in Italy with fifty-seven guns 
- twelve in excess of its authorised complement of forty-five - 
and five or six Pzkw II light tanks and was first engaged 
around the Anzio bridgehead. Photographic evidence 
suggests that a number of turretless Pzkw III and Pzkw IV 
tanks were also available and these were probably used as 
recovery tractors or ammunition carriers. 
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Inset: The photograph of this Sturmgeschutz III adsfG of 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 242 was taken from a series of 
images made by a US Army veteran and another view of 
the same vehicle appears at the top of 9. 

Unfortunately the time and place were not r^orded 
although it appears to have been taken in late 19^4. The 
only markings visible are the Balkenkreuz and a letter H, 
the latter possibly painted in red, on the hull recwio/c/te. 
Another assault gun from the same series is marked with 
the letter A and it is possible that the letters identified the 
Zijge - or platoons - within the battalion. 


This Sturmgeschutz III ausf G was 
photographed near Pignataro, a small 
town south-east of Rome which lay on the 
Senger Line defences, on 15 May 1944. 
The Owl unit insignia of Sturmgeschutz- 
Abteilung 907 can be seen on the hull front 
at the left of the Notek headlight. The 
other large circular markings are less 
easily explained and may be a means of 
identifying the gun within a battery. The 
spare road wheels stowed on the side of 
the superstructure were a common 
feature throughout this battalion. 


A Sturmgeschutz III ausf G of Panzer-Abteilung 103, 3.Panzergrenadier-Division 
photographed on 4 June 1944, the day Rome was liberated. It carries a tactical symbol 
denoting an armoured unit and the division's insignia on the hull front as well the vehicle's 
three digitnumber on a small metal plate fixed above the spare road wheels - the latter an 
identifying feature of the assault guns of this battalion. 
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A Sturmgeschutz III ausf G, probably from 16.Panzer-Division, captured by the British near 
Salerno. Of note is the additional bolted-on armour at the hull front and around the driver's visor 
and the smoke candle discharger tubes which were dropped from production in May 1943. 
Unfortunately no markings are visible with the exception of the Fahrgestellnummer, or chassis 
number ; just visible under the barrel of the main gun. 
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/\ Sturmgeschutz III ausfG photographed sometime in 1944 after the battles around Cassino. 
This vehicle alsofeatures the bolted-on 50mm additional armour plate which was applied to 
# assault gunslduring production until May 1943 when it was gradually replaced by a welded 
■version of 80mm thickness, the last stocks of the bolted-on variant being used up in November 
1944. 
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The assault guns shown in both photographs on this page share several striking similarities and may in fact be the same vehicle - the Sturmgeschutz III ausfG 
depicted above is almost certainly that shown in the small inset photograph on page 7. While we have no evidence to enable us to date those two images, that 
shown at the bottom of this page was the work of an official US Army photographer and is known to have been taken on 9 January 1944 near San Vittore. While 
there are several towns in Italy which share that name, given the date, this is probably the village which lay approximately 60 kilometres inland from Salerno. 
A number of features visible on these vehicles suggest some connection toSturmgeschutz-Abteilung 242. 






Jim ! . J It.V.JU'a 


/At left: Photographed on 29 May 1944 near Roccasecca, a 
small town on the Via Casalina north of Cassino, this 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault gun is one of the forty-two such 
vehicles received by Panzer-Abteilung 190 of 
90.Panzergrenadier-Division in the previous February. 
Badly depleted by the summer battles, the battalion later 
received twelve Sturmgeschutz III vehicles as 
replacements in October. The unit's surviving 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns - approximately ten - 
were initially handed over to Heeres-Panzerjager- 
Abteilung 525 and subsequently to 26.Panzer-Division 
to equip that formation's Panzerjager-Abteilung. Of 
note is the concrete reinforcement added to the front of 
the driver's position. Below: Another Sturmgeschutz IV 
of the same unit photographed near Pontecorvo some 
days earlier on 25 May 1944. The town of Pontecorvo 
lies approximately twelve kilometres south of 
Roccasecca and was an important road junction, 
commanding the bridge over the River Liri. 
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The other unit equipped with the Sturmgeschutz IV was 34.lnfanterie-Division which had received ten of these assault guns in 
about September 1944 - as evidenced by the lack of Zimmerit. The vehicles were all concentrated in the 2.Kompanie of the 
division's Panzerjager-Abteilung 34, the company being referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1034. The company was also 
equipped with a single Bergepanzer III, which can in fact be seen in this photographed at the rear of the column, as can the folding 
plates positioned in front of the driver's position on each assault gun. This photograph was taken in Ivrea, north-east of Turin near 
the Brenner Pass, on 5 May 1945 when - by a ironic twist of fate - the division surrendered to the US 34th Infantry Division. Vehicles 
of the units mentioned here are also shown and discussed on page 21 of the illustration section. 
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Above: An example of 
the division's unit 
insignia as used with a 
black outline by the 
Pionier-Battalion. 
Below: An example of 
the application of a 
turret number shown 
here on a late Pzkw IV 
ausf G of 7.Kompanie 
of Panzer-Regiment 2 
lost at Salerno. Note 
that the unit insignia is 
absent. 


Below: An example of 
the division's unit 
insignia as used by the 
Pionier-Bataillon. The 
presence of a similar 
outline in 
photographs of 
vehicles of the tank 
regiment suggests 
that this practice may 
have been common 
throughout the 
division using a 
system conforming to 
the various colours of 
Waffenfarbe. 


Note the Balkenkreuz painted on the inner face of the turret Schurzen access door. From the 
available photographic evidence it would appear that some numbers consisted of a black 

outline only while others were filled with 
a colour which appearsslightly darker 
than Dunkelgelfy, depicted here as 
a medium yellow. 


Pzkw IV ausf H. Panzer-Pionier-Bataillon 16. 16.Panzer-Division. Late 1943. Probably 
photographed near Apulia in southern Italy when the division was attached to 
XlV.Panzerkorps, these vehicles are two of the seven Pzkw IV tanks that were found to be 
surplus to the requirements of Panzer-Regiment 2 and subsequently handed over to the 
division's engineer battalion. All were numbered in the 300 series, presumably indicating 
that all were concentrated in the battalion's third company , and marked with the division's 
runic unit insignia outlined in black , the colour of the Pionier branch. 



Below: Pzkw IVausf H. Panzer-Regiment 2,16.Panzer-Division. Late 1943. Although this 
tank is almost certainly attached to the division's tank regiment the unit insignia is clearly 
outlined in the photograph on which this illustration is based. 


At left: Not visible in our illustration 
is the Filzbalg Vorschaltluftfilter 
■ system hidden here by the hull 
Schurzen. Mounted on the ausf FI 
model - and some very 
late ausf G versions - 
from May 1943. They 
were dropped from 
production in the 
following February 
and ordered removed 
from vehicles in the 
field in the same 
month, although 
many can be seen in 
photographs well into 
1944. 












































































































Pzkw III Flammpanzer ausf M. II.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 26. The division received fourteen of these tanks during the summer of 1943 and until 
November they were attached to the headquarters of Panzer-Regiment 26 after which they were formed into two companies referred to as l.Flamm- 
Kompanie and 2.Flamm-Kompanie as part of II.Abteilung. Both companies also had nine Italian assault guns on hand to support the flamethrower tanks. The 
vehicle shown below ' with the turret number 1123, was photographed on the road between Orsogna and Ortona on the Adriatic coast and may be one of the 
two tanks lost by the battalion's 2.Flamm-Kompanie during a night attack conducted in that area on 16 December 1943. The tank numbered F21 was captured 
by the US Army in the Salerno area at about the same time with tanks F23 and F24. The other user of these tanks was the Panzer-Fiamm-Zug attached to 
II.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 2 of 16.Panzer-Division which had seven vehicles, losing five in a single action near Paestum some 40 kilometres south of 
Salerno on 9September 1943. 



At right: Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. lO.Kompanie, 
III.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 2, 16.Panzer-Division. 

Photographed in the Piazza del Popolo in Rome in 
November 1943 this vehicle is one of the forty assault 
guns that the regiment had on hand at this time. 

QX^-= 

The style of numbering is similar 
to that seen on the Pzkw IV 
tanks of the division although 
here it is rendered in a much 
lighter colour, probably red. The 
small notation on the hull side 
forward of the number reads 
Ver Kl A and is an abbreviation 
of Verladen Klasse A, indicating 
the vehicle's weight class. Of 
note are the hooks welded to 
the superstructure presumably 
to hold spare lengths of track. 



Below and left: Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. 2.Kompanie, Panzer-Abteilung 103, 3.Panzergrenadier- 
Division. Photographed just outside Rome on the famous Via Appia Antica on 4 June 1944 this assault gun 
carries a full range of markings including the division's runic insignia and the tactical symbol denoting an 
armoured unit. The vehicle's number is barely visible in the photograph on which this illustration is based 
and is somewhat conjectural - particularly the colour - although a clear example was provided by an 
assault gun of this battalion photographed in company with the 16.Panzer-Division vehicle depicted 
above. This vehicle is also shown in the photograph at the bottom of page 7. 
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Pzkw IV ausf G. 4.Komponie, Panzer-Regiment Hermann Goring. The official caption to the 
photograph on which this illustration is based states that this vehicle was moving towards the 
Anziofront and indeed its appearance is typical of this regiment's 
tanks at that time , including the quite rough application of 
camouflage paint to the hullSchurzen. 




Above: Most tanks 
carried the division's 
unit insignia and the 
sign ident ify i n g 
4.Kompanie is shown 
here. 




Panzerbeobachtungswagen III. 
16.Panzer-Division. Said to have 
been photographed after the 
fighting around the River 
Tosciano in the Salerno 
bridgehead this specialist 
artillery observation tank may 
have belonged to III.Abteilung, 
Panzer-Artillerie-Regiment 16 
which was part of the 
Kampfgruppe commanded by 
Oberst Hermann Stempel at the 
time and was operating in that 
area. Issued to self-propelled 
artillery batteries on the basis of 
two tanks for each Wespe 
battery and three to those 
batteries equipped with the 
Hummel, more than two 
hundred Pzkw III tanks were used 
as the basis for this conversion, 
mainly ausfG and ausf Fmodels. 




Pzkw III ausf N. l.Kompanie, Panzer-Regiment Hermann Goring. The complex system 
of markings used within the division was intended to identify units down to company 
level and is explained in full in the third title in the Firefly series Fortress:German Armour 
in the Defence of Sicily. Prior to the Salerno landingsfourteen 
of these tanks had been taken from the regiment leaving 
only three to take part in the early fighting. 
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At left: Befehlspanzerwagen V Panther ausf A. Stab, 
I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 4. Photographed some time 
later in 1944, probably during the summer months, we can 
only assume that this tank replaced the vehicle depicted 
below. The ridged pattern ofZimmerit, possibly applied in the 
field, also covered the hull. This tank also featured the 
Sternantenne which so readily identifies these command 
tanks. 


nr a ~~~ 

Above and at right: Befehlspanzerwagen V 
Panther ausf D. Stab, I.Abteilung, Panzer- 
Regiment 4. Variously described as being 
photographed during summer 1944 or near 
the city of Florence in northern Italy 
which fell to the Allies in August, the 
image on which our illustration is 
based was almost certainly made 
much earlier in the year in theAnzio- 
Nettuno bridgehead area, possibly 
in February. Note the complete lack 
of any camouflage paint or Zimmerit 
paste and the overly large turret 
numbers, all of which gives a 
distinctly early-war look to this tank. 




Above: Pzkw V Panther ausf A. 2.Kompanie, I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 4. Photographed 
in the Metauro River valley south of San Marino in August 1944 possibly near the Strada 
Monte Rosario this tank features the stowage boxes on the rear hull that appear to have 
become common throughout the battalion by this time. Note also the hooks attached to the 
turret presumably to hold lengths of spa re track. 

Below and at left: Pzkw V Panther ausf A. 3.Kompanie, I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 4. 

Photographed near San Giovanni Incarico, a small town some 15 kilometres north-east of 
Cassino, this vehicle has the same ridged pattern ofZimmerit as the ausf A model shown at the 
top of the page and, in common with most of the battalion's Panther tanks, the stowage boxes 
attached to the rear hull. The photograph - one of a series - on which our illustration is based is 
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Pzkw VPanther ausf D. I.Abteilung, 
Panzer-Regiment 4. Based on an 
image from a private collection 
which unfortunately is not dated, 
this tank was almost certainly 
operating in the Anzio area in early 
1944 when this photograph was 
taken as evidenced by the fascines 
lashed to the turret which were a 
common feature of the battalion's 
tanks at that time. Note that unlike 
the ausf D model shown on the 
facing page this vehicle has a 
comprehensive coating of Zimmerit 
paste and camouflage paint. Note 
also the white fender. 


- — 

Pzkw V Panther ausf A. 
2.Kompanie, I.Abteilung, Panzer- 
Regiment 4. Photographed in Rome 
in late February or early March on its 
way to the front, this tank is one of 
the seventy-six that the battalion 
had on hand at that time. Although 
there is evidence of a three colour 
camouflage scheme it is so faint that 
this tank may be merely marked with 
a patchy coat of dirt and dust. In 
common with most Panthers of this 
unit the Balkenkreuz national 
insignia was repeated on the rear 
hull between the exhaust pipes. 





Pzkw V Panther ausf A.4.Kompanie, 
I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 4. A 

further example of a company 
number applied to two different 
tanks is shown here with the vehicle 
at bottom replacing that at top, 
which was photographed being 
inspected by Polish troops during the 
early summer of 1944. The former is 
a late ausf A model with the 
Kugelblende machine gun mount on 
the hull glacis. The earlier 
incarnation of tank 401 also seems to 
have been marked with another 
number at some time which has been 
painted over and also has the 
distinctive rear hull stowage boxes 
which gradually disappeared 
towards the end of the year. Note 
also that in contrast to the neatly 



rendered number shown on the 
earlier model tank that of the later 
ausf A version has obviously been 
hurriedly and rather haphazardly 
painted, further suggesting that this 
is a replacement tank received while 
the battalion was engaged in 
operations, as indeed it was until at 
least late September. 
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Pzkw VI ausf E Tiger I. Schwere Panzer-Kompanie Meyer. Formed with only eight heavy tanks 
from Panzer-Ersatz-und Ausbildungs-Abteilung 500, this unit was rushed to Italy in July 1943 and 
took part in the disarming of Italian army units in the north of the country. With ever dwindling 
resources the company fought in the Anzio-Nettuno battles - where Hauptmann Schwebbach the 
newly arrived company commander was killed - and the withdrawal to Rome and central Italy. The 
remaining tanks were incorporated into schwere Panzer-Abteilung 508. All the company's Tigers 
were taken from the last of the mid-production series and featured the rubber rimmed road wheels 
and early cupola as seen here. 



Above: The tank's of Panzer-Kompanie 
Meyer were numbered from 1 to 8 with 
large black numbers and most, if not all, 
were named - examples being Mausi and 
Strolch, shown here. The Baltic Cross and 
shield on the hull front reflected 
Oberleutnant Meyer's heritage 



Below and left: Pzkw V ausfE Tiger I. l.Kompanie, schwere Panzer-Abteilung 508. Photographed in early 
1944 in the Anzio bridgehead this tank illustrates the style of marking used by the battalion prior to the 
adoption of a single number system which identified the company only. Another example of this earlier type 
of numbering can be seen in the photograph on the inside front cover. With its early production features it is 
tempting to speculate that this tank may have been one of the Panzer-Kompanie Meyer survivors. 


Below: Pzkw V ausfE Tiger I. 2.Kompanie, schwere Panzer-Abteilung 504. The battalion adopted this style of 
numbering when it was rebuilt in Holland following the fighting in North Africa and Sicily. The battalion's unit 
insignia of a spear superimposed on a stylised tank track was usually, 
but not always, carried on both sides of the turret stowage bin. The 
design also varied in small details - such as the white outline 
employed by the 3. Kompanie tank shown below 






At left: Pzkw V ausf E Tiger I. 
3.Kompanie, schwere Panzer-Abteilung 
508. The battalion's third company was 
formed from the independent Panzer- 
Kompanie (Funklenk) 313 and continued 
to operate and control a number of 
Borgward IV remote control demolition 
vehicles. Consequently, the position of 
the specially installed turret radio 
antenna necessitated that the tank's 
number should be applied on the right 
hand side of the turret as shown here. The 
placement of the Balkenkreuz was 
common throughout the battalion. 
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Pzkw VI ausf E Tiger I. 3.Kompanie, schwere Panzer-Abteilung 508. Photographed during the 
summer of 1944 this tank is marked with a large number 3, rendered as a white outline, which 
indicates the company. The three-digit numbering system as depicted on the Tigerofl.Kompanie 
shown on the facing page seems to have been short lived and may in any case have been used by 
that company only. The charging Bison unit insignia, without the enclosing shieldcan be seen to 
the left of the number on the turret stowage bin. Although painted in white it is guite small and 
therefore liable to go unnoticed in photographs of this battalion's tanks. 




At left and below: Sdkfz 251/1 ausfD. 3.Kompanie, schwere Panzer- 
Abteilung 508. Each platoon of the battalion's third company had 
one of these halftracks on hand in the spring of 1944 numbered as 
315, 325 and 335 - the number indicating the fifth vehicle of the 
platoon followed by the platoon and then company number. The 
tactical marking visible on the half-track at left however would 
indicate that the battalion headquarters had at least one of these 
vehicles on hand. Of note is the field modified fender which has been 
bolted to the hull front. The name Hell a probably refers to one of the 



Pzkw VI ausf E Tiger I. 2.Kompanie, 
schwere Panzer-Abteilung 508. 

Photographed in April 1944 this tank is 
also marked with a company number 
only. The battalion's Tiger tanks featured 
a mixture of early and late production 
features with the rubber rimmed road 
wheels shown here predominating until 
April when the first five tanks with the all- 
steel wheels arrived. Of note is the metal 
or wooden channel fitted to the side of 
the turret stowage bin. Attached to both 
sides, its purpose is unclear. 




Above: The purpose of the tube or rod attached to the hull side of this half-track is 
unknown at this time, although it is quite clear in the photograph used to create this 
illustration. It was possibly used to house radio aerials given the nature of this 
company's mission. 
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Above: The unit insignia 
of 29.Panzergrenadier- 
Division, featuring the 
map of Sardinia, and the 
later; much simplified 
symbol used by Panzer- 
Regiment 26. Compare 
the latter with the 
marking shown on page 
16. 


PzkwIVausfJ. Unit unknown but possibly II.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 26. Photographed in November 1944 
immersed in a water-filled shell hole, this tank is fitted with the Flammentoter exhausts introduced in August of 
that year. The presence ofZimmerit would suggest that this vehicle left the production line prior to September 
1944 when the application of anti-magnetic mine paste was discontinued and 26.Panzer-Division was indeed 
allocated a total of twenty-seven Pzkw IV tanks in August and September 1944. Although admittedly 
inconclusive, we have excluded the only other possible candidate, Panzer-Abteilung 129 of 29.Panzergrenadier- 
Division, as the only replacement Pzkw IV tanks 
that unit received in 1944 wereshipped 
In October. 





Below: Pzkw IV ausf H. 7.Kompanie, Panzer-Regiment Hermann Goring. Said to have been photographed in mid- 
1944, the image on which our illustration is based must have been made shortly before this regiment's parent 

formation - by then renamed 
Fallschirm-Panzer-Division 
Hermann Goring - left Italy for 
the last time in July. Of note is 
the metal bracket holding the 
spare wheel on the hull side 
and the rather flamboyant 
heart marking. The unit 
insignia at far left identifies 
7.Kompanie. 



Pzkw IV ausf H. 2.Kompanie, Panzer-Abteilung 115, 15.Panzergrenadier-Division. 

Although this vehicle was photographed in France during September 1944 it offers a 
good example of the appearance of the battalion's tanks, some of which were still 
moving from Italy. This particular tank carried the coffin of Hauptmann Klarner, the 
company commander, when the battalion paraded for his funeral. Of note is the box at 
the rear hull and what appears to be additional armour on the turret roof similar to the 
rack seen on the Pzkw IV ausf H of Panzer-Regiment 26 on page 16. Curiously, the unit 
insignia on the front fender is the sign adopted by this formation when it was formed as 
Division-Sizilien in 1943for the defence of Sicily. At far right is the unit insignia 
more commonly encountered in Italy which the battalion retained 
without change from the Sicilian campaign. 
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Below: Sturmgeschutz III. 2.Batterie, 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 907. This vehicle 
is also shown in the photograph 
reproduced below. Of note is the cover 
over the main gun and the concrete 
armour around the 


Right: Sturmgeschutz IV.Panzer-Abteilung 
90.Panzergrenadier-Division. Photographed at 
Pontecorvo near Cassino in May 1944, this vehicle is 
one of the forty-two assault guns 


the battalion received during the 
previous February. 

Note the cover over the 
main gun which is 
almost identical to 
the samplefitted to 
theassaultgun 
depicted at the 
bottom of this page. 

Below: A further example 
of the covers - which appear 
to be constructed of wood - 
seen on the assault guns of 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 907. 
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Above: Examples of 
the field modified 
armour fitted to the 
driver's position and 
over the main gun 
The photograph 
at right clearly 
shows that the latter 
is hinged and could 
be folded back. 


Below: Sturmgeschutz IV. Sturmgeschiitz-Abteilung 1034, Panzerjdger- 
Abteilung 34, 34.lnfanterie-Division. This vehicle, and others of the 
company, are shown in the photograph on page 10. 



Above: Unit insignia of some of the formations eguipped with assault guns and serving on the Italian front. From left to right, Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 242, 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 907, Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 914, 34.lnfanterie-Division, 16.SS-Panzergrenadier-Division. It should be noted that in many cases 
although official unit insignia was allocated we have been unable to confirm its actual use from available photographs and it is almost certain that the 
Sturmgeschutz IVassault guns ofPanzerjager-Abteilung 34 of 34. Infanterie-Division carried no markings other than the Balkenkreuz national insignia. 
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8.8cm Pak 43/1 Sdkfz 164 Nashorn. 2.Kompcmie, 
schwere Heeres-Panzerjager-Abteilung 525. 

Photographed near Ronticelli, a small town 
approximately 50 kilometres north-east of Ancona, 
in August 1944 this vehicle has a protective wire 


mesh screen over the air intakes on the 
superstructure side presumably to 
prevent foliage and other debris from 
fouling the louvres. Also of note is the 
spare wheel in its specially modified 
bracket at the hull front. It should be 
mentioned that the rear half of the 
superstructure is missing in the 
photograph on which this illustration is 
based rendering that part of our 
drawing somewhat speculative. Note 
that the number 223 has been applied 
in exactly the same style and size as the 
vehicle depicted on page 17. 



At left and below: The battalion's unit insignia 
of a lion standing on a stylised tracked vehicle 
which also incorporates the company and 
battalion number. Examples of the use of the 
unit number in this manner are confirmed for 
the first and second companies while at least 
one third company vehicle replaced the 
numbers with a small cross, although it is 
unknown how widespread that practice was. 
The vehicle's number was usually repeated at 
the rear of the fighting compartment as 


shown below. 


Above: 8.8cm Pak 43/1 Sdkfz 164 Nashorn. 2.Kompanie, schwere Heeres-Panzerjager-Abteilung 525. Photographed in the Anzio-Nettuno area in April or 
May 1944 this is the same vehicle, numbered 211, shown in the small photograph on page 17. In that image it is possible to see that the vehicle's number has 
been repeated on the right hand, or driver's, side of the gun shield while it is obviously absent here on the left, supporting the contention that the number was 
only marked on one side. Of note is the early type Pzkw III drive sprocket and the small brackets welded to the lower edge of the superstructure sides. 



Right: 8.8cm Pak 43/1 Sdkfz 164 
Nashorn. Schwere Heeres- 
Panzerjager-Abteilung 525. 

Photographed in early 1945 at an Allied 
eguipment dump this vehicle carries no 
identifying markings other than the 
Balkenkreuz national insignia on the 
superstructure side. The pattern of 
camouflage is also a departure from 
that seen on the other vehicles of this 
battalion with the soft mottled patches 
of Olivgrun here outlined with 
Rotbraun. 
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AFV ALLOCATIONS - INFANTRY FORMATIONS 1943 to 1945 

All numbers are new deliveries unless otherwise noted. 



Unit in Italy 

Marder Hi 

Semovente SPGuns 

Beute (Captured vehicles) 

Remarks 

l.Failschirmjtiger Division 

Sicily to 5/45 

S vehicles received in September 1944 


A number of AB41 armoured cars were received 

Began the campaign with 5 Marder II and 



and a further 8 in January 1945 


in late 1943 

received 2 from Panier-Division HG 






in July 1944 

A.FaltschirmjtigenDMsion 

12/43 to 5/45 



A641 andAB43 armoured cars and Lincescout 






curs were received to early 1944 


S.Gebirgsjbger-Dt vision 

12/43 to 5/45 


5xM42 75/18 and 9xM42 75/34 

9 Lince and 2 Carro Commando in early 1944 

After replacements the division had on 




received to early 1944 


hand in November 1944, 6x75/18 






and 8x75/34 SPguns 

8.Gebirgsjdger-Division 

9/44 to 5/45 


In March 1945 toe division received 

2 AB 43 and 6 Lince received in April 1945 

Formerly 157. Reserve-Division 




2xM42 75/1S from I62.tnf-Div, 






4xM42 75/84 from 334.lnf-Qiv 






witft 2 new 75/34 



34.lnfartterie-Divlslon 

6/44 to 5/45 

14 ousf M models were received in 


2 Lince In May 1944 and 5 by February 1945 

The Marders were probably all tost to 



July 1943 



Italy, The division aha had JOStuU tv 






in late 1944 or early 1945 with a single 






SergePi III on hand in Moy 1945 

42Jdger-Division 

5/44 to 5/45 


In February 1945 this unit received 

2 AB 43 and 5 Unce received in March 1945 





lxM41 75/18, 2x,M42 75/18 and 






4xM42 75/34 (1 new) token 






from various units 



44,tnfanterie Division 

S/43 to 11/44 

14 oosf H models in August 1943 and 

In September 1943 the division 

In September 1943 thedivision received a single 

The Semovente were left behind when 

Reichsgrertadler-Division 


another 7 received in Juiy 1944 

received 3xM42 75 and SxM43 105/28 . 

S37Protetto and 13AB41 armoured cars 

the division departed Italy 

MOch und Deutschmeis ter 



By April 1944 the totals on hand 






were 8 and 6 respectively 



65. inf cm t erie- Divis ion 

S/43 to 5/45 

6 vehicles received in July 1944 

In October 1943 the division was 

In October 1943 the division received 10AB41 and 

The division had 8 Marder III by Aprii 1944 




issued 5xM42 75/34 and 7xM43105/28. 

3 Carro Commando, to fate 1944 the division hod 

at the latest and 14 Fteners in 




A number were received 

on hand 2 AB 43 and & Lince scout cars 

January 1945. The Bemovente were all 




later as replacements 


relinquished in December 1944. 

71. Infant erie - Divis ion 

9/43 to 12/44 

14 ouif H models In April 1943 with a 

in October 1943 the division received 

to September 1943 the division received a single 




further vehicle received in June 

8x75mm with later reinforcments 

S37Protetto and several AB armoured cars, to 





10x75/34. In August 1944 toe division 

August 19441 Carro Commando was received 





received a further iGxM43 1GS/28 



92.lnfanterie-Division 

4/44 to 6/44 




The division had motorised Puk guns 






only and was disbanded in June 1944 

94.lnfanterie-Diviiion 

S/43 to 5/45 


In April 1944 the division 

In April 1944 the division received 6 AB armoured 

By at least April 1944 thedivision had 




received 14xM42 

cuts. Reduced to 2 in December, 4 replacements 

llxMarderlll and to JOecember 1944 





were received raising the total once again to 6 

received 7 Metiers, the first of these 






vehicles to be deployed to Italy 

98-lnfanterie-Oivision 

8/44 to 5/45 

2 vehicles received in November 1944 


to April 194S the division received 2AB 43 and 

The division had a number of Marder HI 





2 Lince scout cars 

before arriving in Italy 

lUJdger Division 

1/44 to 5/45 


In February 1944 the division 

to February 1944 the division received 7 AB vehicles 





received 6xM42 75/18 and 8xM42 75/34. 

and 5 Semovente 47/32. In April 5 Lince scoot curs 





In November 4xM42 75/34 were received 

were received 





from 27&Jnf*Div and in February 1945, 






a further 3 came from 356Jnf -Div 



lAS.lager Division 

9/44 to 5/45 

See Remarks column at right 



The division received 5 Marder Win 






January 1945 and a further 14 in March. 






By Aprii none were avaitabie 

162. in fan terie - Division 

10/43 to 5/45 


In May 1944 toe division received 

to May 1944 the division received 3 AB armoured 

The division had 8 Semovente 75mm 




6xM42 75/18 and 8xM42 75/34. to Juiy 

cars and to December received 6 Lince scoot cars. 

in February white engaged in anti- 




or August 1944 thedivision received 

to July ar August the division received 1 Carro 

partisan operations in northern Italy 




11x75/18 and 3x75/34 and a further 

Commando and a further 2 in March 1945 along 





8x75/1$ and 5x75/34 in March 1945 

with 2 more ab vehicles and onother 6 Lince 


232, Inf an terie Divis ion 

8/44 to 5/45 


In February 1945 the division received 

See Remarks column at right 

The division hod no armoured vehicles 




2x75/18 and 1 Carro Commando. 


up until 1945. In January 2x75/81 were 




in the fallowing month ot feast 


received with X0M43 75/18, 




6xM43 75/43 vehicles were received 


10 M43 75/34, 2 A8 cars and 6 Lince 

278. inf an terie - Divis ion 

12/43 to 5/45 


In March 1944 4x75/18 were received 

In March 1944 the division received 2 Corro 

to January 1945,14 Metiers arrived. 




together with 8x75/34 vehicles. 

Commando and 9 Lince scout cars 

in October 1944 the last 75/18 had been 




In about Octobers 3xM42 75/34 


caverted into a recovery vehicle and was 




and 3xA443 105/28 were received 


still opera tional in Aprii 1945 

305.lnfanterie-Division 

S/43 to 5/45 

14 ausf H models received to July 1943 

in October 1943 5x47/32, 6x75/1$ 

to October 1943 the division received 5 L4G light 

TheSLAO tanks were kept until April 1944 




and 7x105/23 vehicles were received 

and 3 M42medium tanks with 2 Carro Commando, 

to the Pijg-Abt. 10Metiers were received 




In August 1944 a further 4x105/28 arrived 

2 AB 43 and 6 Lince scout cars, to August a further 

in March 1945 




with 3x75/34 coming from 2?$.tnf-Oiv 

2 Carro Commando arrived 





in December, in February 1945s 






2xM43 75/46 were received 



334. Inf an terie- Divis \o n 

ll/43toS/4S 


In late 1943 the division received 

to late 1943 2 Corro Commando and$A8 

to January1945 the division received 




6XM42 75/13 and 8xM42 75/34 vehicles. 

armoured cars were received. A farther Corro 

14 Metiers. At that time 4x75/34 , 




In August 1944 3x75/34 and 

Commando arrived in August 1944 

2 Carro Commando and 6 AB cars 




4x105/28 were received 


were still on hand 

356, tnfanterie-Divhh n 

11/43 to 1/45 


In March 1944 4 M42 75/18 and 

to March 1944 the division received 2 Carro 

The division gave up ail its Semovente 




8xM42 75/34 received. Up to November 

Commando, 3 L3/38 Sight tanks and 6 AB cars. In 

SP guns on departing Italy 




a further 7x75/18, 6 M43105/28 and a 

November o further 2 Carro Commando and 





single M43 75/46 had been received 

2 ttoce scout cars arrived 


382. Infanterit- Division 

11/4310 5/45 


In April 1944, 6 M42 75/18 and 

During summer 1944 the division received 2 AB 

In March 1945,10 Metiers were received 




8xM42 75/34 were received with 

armoured cars and hod a total of 6 on hand in 





another 5x75/18 and 4x75/34 - 

March 1945 





one of which was new-arriving 






sometime later with 2 Corro Commando 



715-Infanterie-DivisiQn 

2/44 to 2/45 

6 vehicles received in July 1944 


During the spring of 1944 the dMslOP received 

In July 1944 Grenodier-Regt 1028 was 





BAB armoured cars 

incorporated into the division bringing its 






surviving Marder III vehicles. The exact 






number is unknown but the regiment 






wos issued with 14 in January 1944 

19.Luftwoffe Feld-Division 

in combof 

14 vehicles in total received 



The division had 10 StuG ill in May 1944. 


6/44 to 8/44 

between January and March 1944 



in August all the surviving assault guns 


disbonded 




were handed over to 90.Poniergrenadier- 






Division 

20. Luftwaffe Fetd-Division 

in combat 

7 vehicles received from 19.LFD in 



The division had been issued 10 StuG ns 


6/44 to 12/44 

August 1944 and a further 3 were 



to December 1943 and arty surviving 


disbonded 

received in September 



assault guns were handed over to 






SO- pgmergrenadier-oivisiort 

Grsno (tier- Re gimert 11027 

3/44 to 7/44 

14 vehicles received in January 1944 



The regiment was incorporated into 






26,Pamer-Division with its surviving 






Morders 


In September 1943, nine German infantry divisions were stationed in Italy and by January 1944 this number had risen to fifteen. By the following June , eighteen divisions 
were engaged on the southern front with the number reaching a maximum of twenty-three in October; falling to twenty-one in December 1944 and finally eighteen by 
April 1945. The Panzerjdger-Abteiiung of an infantry division was in theory composed of three combat companies, the first equipped with twelve heavy , towed anti-tank 
guns, the second with fourteen assault guns or tank destroyers while the third was a Flak unit armed with twelve 2cm self-propelledor at least motorizedlight anti¬ 
aircraft guns. In practice, Marder tank destroyers frequently made up the third company and these were most often the Marder III variant - at first the ausfH model and 
from mid-1943, the ausfM. The Marder II version was only found in two Luftwaffe ground units. A Beute-Kompanie was to be made ofsixSemovente 75/18 and eight 
75/34 self-propelled guns plus a command tank - the Carro Commando. When the 105mm Semovente became available, four of these often replaced the six 75/18 guns 
and a second Carro Commando was also added. The arrival ofJadgpanzer38(t) Hetzer tank destroyers from December 1944 released Semoventes to equip other units. 
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AFV STRENGTH - 21 JANUARY 1944 

Note that this chart covers the period before major reinforcements arrived to participate in the Anzio battles. Also, tank units only are shown and the figures do not include 
Sturmartillerie or Panzerjager units. _______ 



Pzkw III Flam 

Pzkw III long 

Pzkw III ausf N 

Pzkw IV kurz 

Pzkw IV tang 

Tiger 1 

BefPztfl 

StuG III 



















26. Panzer-Division 

11 


12 

11 

80 



14 










Hermann Goring Panzer-Division 


21 

14 


27 



14 










3. Panzergrenadier-Division 







4 

44 










15. Panzergrenadier-Division 





22 


1 

21 










29. Panzergrenadier-Division 







1 

41 










SO.Panzergrenadier-Division 


2 

14 


26 



4 










Kompanie Meyer 






8 












Totals 

11 

23 

40 

11 

155 

8 

6 

138 


In November 194316.Panzer-Division left Italy for the Russian front. In January 1944 schwere Panzerjager-Abteilung 525 arrived and remained in Italy until the 
war's end, as did Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 907, XI.Fliegerkorps-Sturmgeschutz-Bataillon (later renamed FJ-Brigade 21), Sturm-Panzer-Abteilung 216 - all of 
which arrived in February 1944 - and Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 914, which came in the following month. Panzer-Abteilung (Fkl) 301 served in Italy for just one 
month during February and March 1944 and l.Kompanie, Panzerjager-Abteilung 653foughtfrom February to August 1944. 


AFV STRENGTH -15 MARCH 1945 



StuG III 

StuG IV 

Pzkw IV long 

JgPzlVL/48 

Pzkw V Panther 

Pzkw VI Tiger 1 

FiakPz 38(t) 

26. Panzer-Division 


8 

84 

8 

26 


6 









29. Ponze rgren adier-Division 

17 


46 

3 (Possible) 



7 









90. Panze rgren adier-Division 

42 


1 




8 









schwere-Panzer-Ahteilung 508 






36 










Totals 

59 

8 

131 

11 (Possible) 

26 

36 

21 


This Pzkw V Panther ausf A of I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 4 was photographed on 25 May 1944 
behind the Church of Paolo Apostlo in Tor Tre Ponti which, during the war, lay on the main route 
between Naples and Rome. The tank's l.Kompanie number of 114 can be clearly seen behind what 
remains of the fascine tied to the turret. The hull machine gun port identifies this as a pre-November 
1943 production model. 


























































Above: A Pzkw V Panther ausf A of 3.Kompanie, 
I.Abteilung of Panzer-Regiment 4, probably 
photographed during the summer of 1944, shows 
an interesting and intricate camouflage scheme 
which appears to have been applied to the barrel 
of the main gun only. This vehicle was the subject 
of a series of photographs and is also shown and 
discussed in the illustration section on page 16. 
Left: A Pzkw V Panther ausf A also of 3.Kompanie, 
Panzer-Regiment 4 photographed on 25 May 
1944 near Pontecorvo west ofCassino after it was 
disabled by a French M10 Tank Destroyer. Of 
special note are the stowage boxes fixed to the hull 
rear deck just in front of the exhaust. The 
distinctive ridged pattern ofZimmerit is typical of 
the battalion's tanks at this time and may have 
been applied in the field. This tank is also shown in 
the illustration section on page 14. 


The only unit to be equipped with Panther 
tanks during the fighting in Italy was 
I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 4 which had 
been detached from its parent formation, 
13. Panzer-Division. For most of the campaign 
it was effectively independent until February 
1945 when it replaced the first battalion of 
Panzer-Regiment 26, also assuming that 
regiment's number. The battalion arrived in 
Italy with a full complement of seventy-six 
tanks in time to take part in theAnzio battles 
in early 1944. An identifying feature of the 
Panthers at this time were the fascines or 
bundles of sticks tied to the turret sides and 
hull front of most tanks. The battalion left the 
Anzio front in March with fifty tanks - thirty of 
which were operational - and was largely 
inactive until May 1944 when the number of 
Panthers on hand had risen to sixty-four 
combat ready vehicles with four in repair. 
Shortly after this however the battalion 
returned to the front where as soon as 13 
June there were no operational vehicles 


Below: These Pzkw V Panther tanks of I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 4 
photographed on the Via Nettunense near Aprilia, approximately 40 
kilometres south of Rome, were apparently the first German tanks of this 
type to fa II into the hands of the Western Allies. Both vehicles have the pistol 
port on the turret side and machine gun ports on the hull front. After the 
heavy losses of June the battalion received twenty-one replacements in 
early July, a further twenty-four in August, twenty in September with an 
additional twenty-five in October and twenty-seven in January 1945 when i 











At left: During the winter of 1944-45 most , if 
not all, the Panthers of I.Abteilung, Panzer- 
Regiment 4 were fitted with additional 
armour plates in an effort to better protect 
the turret roof and the engine ventilation 
louvres, presumably from aircraft attack. 
This armour consisted of two spaced plates 
set above the turret roof and suspended on 
thick metal pins to which the plates were 
bolted. The turret plates conformed to the 
pitch of the roof forward of the commander's 
cupola and a weld seam can be seen in our 
photograph where the angle alters just 
behind one of the bolts used to hold the 
armour in place. The turret plates also fitted 
snugly around the base of the cupola. For 
further protection lengths of spare track 
were suspended from the turret sides from 
hooks welded to the turret roof. The armour 
plates on the rear deck featured a moveable 
plate over the exhaust extraction fans and 
fixed plates over the louvres. The plates as 
fitted to the turret roof can be seen in our 
photograph of a disabled Panther ausf G 
model at left. This arrangement is also 
shown and discussed on page 33. 


At right: This Pantherturm, or Panther 
turret gun emplacement, was 
awaiting installation when the Allies 
overrun the area on 16 September 
1944 near Rimini on the coast north¬ 
east of San Marino. The situation 
allows us to examine some the main 
components such as the simplified 
turret with its thicker roof plate and a 
basic hatch replacing the 
commander's cupola. While Pzkw I and 
Pzkw II light tanks were either absent 
or rare during the Italian Campaign 
their turrets, in some cases modified , 
were used in similar emplacements. 
They appeared with reinforced armour 
on the Gothic Line where ninety-one 
Pzkw I turrets armed with MG 34 or 42 
machine guns and seventeen Pzkw II 
turrets were utilised. However, the 
principal version - and the most 
powerful - were the Panther turrets 
which were encountered as early as 
the defence of the Hitler Line in late 
1943. 




In total, by January 1945, forty- 
eight Panther turrets had been 
employed in gun emplacements in 
Italy in addition to seven 
irreparable Panthers and a single 
Tiger which were employed 
complete with their hulls. So 
impressed were the Germans with 
this type of defensive eguipment 
that plans were made to deploy 
twenty-five Pzkw 38(t) turrets, 
one-hundred turrets taken from 
M14/42 Italian medium tanks with 
a further one-hundred turrets 
removed from P40 Italian heavy 
tanks armed with the 7.5cm L/24 
gun. At that late stage of the war it 
is doubtful if any of these plans 
came to fruition. 

At left: Photographed on 22 April 
1945 this Bergepanther, based on 
the chassis of an ausf A model, was 
the last such recovery vehicle 
available to 26.Panzer-Division. 
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Both photographs shown on this page were taken in mid-April 1945 after these Panthers of 
I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 26 had been disabled by New Zealand troops. From other photographs 
taken from this series it is possible to confirm that the Pzkw V Panther ausfG in this image carried the 
company number 424 on the turret rear and at the sides behind the lengths of spare track. Tank 
number 434, another ausfG model, was also included in this series and both were said to have been 
destroyed by a single infantryman with a PIAT anti-tank weapon. Although this location is often 
described as the crossroads town of Palazzo Guerrino it is in fact some 2 kilometres further north-west 
just outside the small town ofSesto Imolese on the Via San Vitale near Via Statione Di Sesto. The farm 
building in the background still stands today and although repaired has changed little since the war. 


This Pzkw V Panther ausf A also of I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 26 was 
photographed at the same time as the tank shown above. It will be remembered 
that the battalion was formally integrated into 26.Panzer-Division in February 1945 
before which it had been known as I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 4. Both tanks have 
been modified with the additional armour protection for the turret and hull rear 
deck authorised in December 1944. These vehicles and the additional armour 
arrangement are also shown and discussed on page 33 of the illustration section. 
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The photograph of this Semovente M42 da 75/34, built on the chassis of the M15/42 tank, was taken from the same series as that shown at the bottom of the 
facing page and is in fact the vehicle at the extreme left of that image. The tactical symbol denoting the headquarters of an assault gun company, with the 
number 2 identifying the company, and the unit insignia of 71.lnfanterie-Division can be seen on the hull front just below the muzzle of the main gun. In 
another photograph of this vehicle the name Heidi 2 is visible on the left side of the hull, out of view here. It is somewhat ironic that many identified 
photographs of these assault guns show the markings of 71.lnfanterie-Division as the unit served in Italy for a relatively short time, joining the fighting near 
Cassino during the spring of1944 and departing for Hungary in the following November. In all the division's Panzerjager-Abteilung 171 received twenty-two 
of these 75 mm armed vehiclesfrom October 1943. 
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BEUTEPANZER - CAPTURED ITALIAN ARMOURED VEHICLES 


Type 

Seized in September 1943 

Produced in 1943 

Produced in 1944 

Produced in 1945 

Totals 



for the Germans 

for the Germans 

for the Germans 


Lince Scout Car 

1 

- 

100 

29 

130 

AB 40-41 Armoured Cars 

87 

23 

- 

- 

110 

AB 43 Armoured Cars 

- 

- 

60 

42 

102 

L3 (33-35-38) Light Tanks 

148 

- 

17 

- 

165 

L6/40 Light Took 

106 

- 

15 

_ 

121 

Ml 3/40 Medium tank 

22 

- 

- 

- 

22 

M14/41 Medium Tank 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Ml 5/42 Medium Tank 

124 

- 

28 

- 

152 

P4Q Heavy Tank /without engine 

3/1 

13/11 

48/29 

- 

64/41 

Semovente L40 47/32 

78 

52 

22 

- 

152 

L40 Commando 

10 (approx) 

16 

30 

- 

56 (approx) 

Semovente M41 90/53 

lor 6 

- 

- 

- 

lor 6 

Semovente M42 75/18 

131 

8 

47 

- 

186 

Semovente M42 75/34 

36 

50 

30 

- 

116 

Carro Commando 42 

20 (approx) 

1 

37 

3 

61 (approx) 

Semovente M43105/28 

26 

24 

67 

- 

117 

Semovente M43 75/34 

- 

- 

10 

19 

29 

Semovente M43 75/46 

- 

- 

8 

3 

11 


The Itolion word Semovente con be translated as self-propelled and the Carro Commando was the turretless command variant; both employing the chassis of 
the same medium tank. The calibre of the gun is given by the first number in millimetres, the second is the barrel's length in inches, while M41 denotes a 1941 
model. These Italian self-propelled guns were most often found in infantry or assault gun units, however Panzer-Division Hermann Goring and 26. Panzer- 
Division had some for a time. The armoured cars, orAB's, were found in many units and the Lince Scout Car was much liked. It is unclear whether one or six 
Semovente 90/53 were eventually captured but one belonging to Panzer-Regiment 26 was lost on a train in Rome. The P40 heavy tanks were not considered 
battle ready with many lacking engines and they were rarely encountered by the Allies, in fact only meeting them by chance in April-May 1945 north-east of the 
River Po. The independent Panzerjager-Abteilung 590, a towed anti-tank gun unit, received twelve Semovente L40 vehicles which were without guns in April 
and June 1944 to tow its Pak40 and Pak43 guns. A number of L40 Semovente were also allocated as ammunition carriers to Panzerjager-Abteilung 51 of 
26. Panzer-Division in 1945. This study would not be complete without a word on the rare birds such as the single Tiger I tank ofschwere Panzer-Abteilung 508 
from which the main gun had been removed and the turret fitted with a small boom at the front and a winch at the rear. Usually referred to now as a Bergetiger, 
debate still rages over this vehicle's intended role as it was originally described by Allied intelligence as a demolition charge carrier. It was however almost 
certainly used as a prime moverorsmall crane to assist the battalion's overtaxed recovery vehicles. A number of captured Allied vehicles were occasionally used 
by German units such as the turretless Sherman medium tanks of which at least 
two were employed by schwere Panzer-Abteilung 508. Photographs exist which 
depict several British Universal Carriers, captured near Anzio and modified in 
April 1944 by the workshops of 3.Panzergrenadier-Division to operate as self- 
propelled anti-tank vehicles, armed with multiple Panzerschreck rocket 
launchers. In addition to captured equipment, dedicated munitions carrying 
vehicles based on the chassis of Pzkw III or Pzkw IV tanks are also documented 
and confirmed examples are those fielded by Sturm-Panzer-Abteilung 216 and 
schwere Heeres-Panzerjager-Abteilung 653. Below: A group of captured 
Semovente da 75/34 and 105/28 photographed at a US Army collection depot. 

The intricately camouflaged 75/34 carries the name Heidi 3 on the hull side 
forward of the Balkenkreuz and another photograph from this series shows 
that the next vehicle was named Heidi 2. Both are from 71.lnfanterie-Division 
whose unit insignia can seen on the hull front of the 75/34 vehicle. The early 
production 105/28 gun on the right is unmarked and still sports its Regio 
Esercito - or Italian Royal Army - registration number. Inset: A Semovente 
105/28 probably photographed sometime in late 1943 or early 1944. 

Although it is not possible to identify the unit to which this vehicle belongs 
the cap badge worn by the officer seated with the sunglasses may be that of 
26.Panzer-Division which received seven of these vehicles in October 1943. 



29 
































r 4V' 




' 




Below: This Pzkw VI Tiger I of2.Kompanie, schwere-Ponzer-Abteilung 504 was photographed on the Viale de Brozzi 
between Logo and Massa Lombarda about 30 kilometres east of Ravenna. Commanded by Unteroffizier Kaiser this 
vehicle was abandoned on 12 April 1945 after being disabled by parties of New Zealand infantrymen armed with 
phosphorous grenades. Above: Another Pzkw VI Tiger I of the battalion's third company-the tank's number is visible 
in another photograph from this series - also taken in April 1945. The only reported loss of a 3.Kompanie Tiger 
during that month was of a vehicle accidentally knocked out by German infantry near Argenta some 25 kilometres 
north of the location of tank 211. The tanks of the battalion's third company were used to control the Borgward t BlV 
Ladungstrager demolition vehicles. v 
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At left: The official caption of this 
photograph, taken near Arezzo and dated 
23 July 1944, suggests that this Pzkw Vi 
Tiger I was the first such vehicle 
destroyed by New Zealand units during 
the Italian campaign. Although there are 
no visible markings which would help to 
identify the unit to which this tank 
belongs, a single Tiger of 3.Kompanie, 
schwere Panzer-Abteilung 508 was 
reported as lost on the following day - the 
first loss reported since 4 July - when it 
fell through a bridge and began to burn 
while the battalion was in the Mercatale- 
San Casciano area to the north-east of 
Arezzo. The absence of any bridge in the 
series of photographs from which this 
image is taken need not be significant as 
the tank could have been towed from its 
original location and was in fact 
positioned next to a small ditch. In those 
same photographs it is also possible to 
see that this tank has been affected by 
fire and what may be an insulator for a 
radio antenna on the right side of the 


tank's turret. The latter would at least 
confirm that it was from either of the heavy 
battalions' third companies, both of which 
operated the remotely controlled Borgward 
BIV demolition vehicles. All three 
companies of the only other unit equipped 
with these tanks in Italy, schwere Panzer- 
Abteilung 504, where much further to the 
north, assuming that the date is correct. 
The Allied version of events was that this 
Tiger managed to destroy three Sherman 
tanks before it became stuck and was then 
abandoned by its crew which would seem to 
support the contention that this is in fact the 
3.Kompanie, schwere Panzer-Abteilung 508 
Tiger reported lost on 24 July. At right: Also 
devoid of any visible markings this Pzkw VI 
Tiger I - photographed on Sunday, 13 
February 1944 - is one of the tanks of 
schwere Panzer-Abteilung 508 whose first 
and third companies arrived at the front 
near Anzio after making the journey from 
Rome on the previous day. The crew are 




making last minute repairs, which may 
or may not involve the wine bottle, as 
the battalion went into combat on the 
following day. The battalion's third 
company was formed from Panzer- 
Kompanie (Funklenk) 313 and was not 
officially integrated until almost a week 
after this photograph was taken which 
may explain the absence of any turret 
number, usually displayed prominently 
on the rear stowage bin by this unit. At 
left: This Pzkw VI Tiger I of 2.Kompanie, 
schwere Panzer-Abteilung 508 was 
temporarily immobilized by mines near 
Aprilia in the Anzio-Nettuno 
bridgehead in May 1944. Mines of all 
types and sizes were a feature of the 
Italian campaign and could stop the 
otherwise almost impervious Tiger 
tanks. Of note is the company number 
of 2 displayed on the turret stowage bin 
and the jerry can, the white cross 
signifying that this one is filled with 
water. 
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AFV REPLACEMENTS -1943 to 1945 




Pzkw IV fang 

Pzkw V Panther 

Pzkw VI Tiger 1 

StuG Hi 

Semovente SP Guns 

Others 

Remarks 

9.43 

lG.Panzer-Divisian 

15 








lS.Panzergrenadier-Division 

12 







10.43 

26. Panzer-Division 





18x75mm, 7x105mm 




lS.Panzergrenadier-Division 





IS 



11.43 

26.Panzer-Divi$ion 

34 



14 


2 Pzkw lit Fiamm ond 

Alt vehicles from 16,Pz-Div 








8 BefPz Hi 



29,Panzergrenadier-Division 




4 

6 


Possibly 24, all from 3.Pzgren-Div 


Panzer-Division HG 





lQx75mm 


Pz-Regt Stab, alt vehicles lost by 









February 1944 

12.43 

3. Panzergrenadier-Divisian 




25 



Approximate number only 

1.44 

26. Panzer-Division 

12 








3. Panzergrenadier-Divisian 




4 



Alt from 90.Pzgren-Div 


Panzer-Division HG 

13 





12 Wespe SP and 









1 Bceb Pzkw III 



Falischirm-StuG-Abt 11 





19xM42 75/18, 5x75/34, 









30xM42 105/28 and 









4xCarro Commando 




Panzer-Abteilung (Fkl) 301 
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Plus Borward BtV demolition vehicles. 









In March the battalion had just 









25 Stug lit on hand 

2.44 

26Panzer-Divi$ion 






2 Grille ausf M 



29. Panzergrenadter-Division 




11 



Provisional figure 


90.Panzergrenadier-Division 

4 



41 



AH from HG Pz-Div with 









3 Pzkw Hi tang 


Panzer-Division HG 






6 Sdkfz 251/16 



schwere-Panzer-Abteilung SOS 



1 




The initial 45 Tigers were all 









December 1943 ond January 1944 









production models 

3.44 

26.Panzer-Division 






12 FlakPz 38(t) 



Panzer-Division HG 






12 FiakPz 38{t) 



schwere-Panzer-Abteilung SOS 



8 



3 Grille ausf M 

From Komponie Meyer, 









ail July 1943 models 


StuG-Abt 907 




7 



Ait from iS.Pzgren-Div 


StuG-Abt 914 





31x105mm 




Sturm-Panzer-Abt 216 






14 SturmPz IV 


4.44 

Panzer-Division HG 

IS* 





21 JgPz IV t/48 

* With 5 BefPz IV 


16.SS-Panzergrenadier-Division 




6 





schwere-Panzer-Abteilung SOS 



11 






StuG-Abt 907 




8 



Ait from IS.Pzgren-Div 


Sturm-Panzer-Abt 216 






30SturmPz IV 


5.44 

2$.Panzer-Division 

20 

38* 





* With I.Abteiiung, Panzer-Regt4 


Panzer-Division HG 

IB 








19. Luftwaffe Fetd-Div 




10 





schwere-Panzerjdger-Abteiiung S2S 






5 Nashorn 

The initiot issue of Nashorn were 









May, June and July production vehicles 

6.44 

26.Panzer-Division 


20* 





* With I.Abteiiung, Panzer-Regt4 


lS.Panzergrenadier-Division 

9 








IS.SS-Panzergrenadier-Divlslon 

6{8efehis) 








schwere-Panzer-Abteilung 504 
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The 45 initial Tigers issued to the 









battalion were February and 









March 1944 models 


StuG-Abt 242 




12 



Provisional figure. Initial issue of 









22 SfuG Hi 3 and 9 StuH in 9.43 

7.44 

IG.Panzer-Division 

17 

10* 





* With I.Abteiiung, Panzer-Ftegt 4, 









The J 7 Pzkw 1V tanks were all 









transferred from Panzer-Div HG 


lS.Panzergrenadier-Division 
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9 of these vehicles were from 









Panzer-Div HG 


lG.SS-Panzergrenadier-Division 







A number of StuG and StuH from 









the Panzer-Div HG also transferred 









to 16.SS-Pzgen-Div including 









som-t? ausf F/8 models 


schwere-Panzer-Abteilung 504 



12 






StuG-Abt 907 




11 





914 





21xlOSmm 




Falischirm-StuG-Abt 11 





37xM43 105/28 and 









3*Corro Commando 



8.44 

26.Panzer-Division 

11 





2 Murder III 



90. Panzergrenadter-Division 







AH surviving StuGfrom 19.LFD and 









20.LFD transferred to 90.Pzgren-Div 









during summer 1944 


StuG-Abt 242 




8 



Including 4 StuH 


Sturm-Panzer-Abt 216 






24 SturmPz IV 

Note that 7 vehicles were allocated 









to the battalion's 4.Kompanie which 









never arrived in Italy but went to 









form Sturm-Panzer-Abt 217 

9.44 

26. Panzer-Division 

17 








914 









Sturm-Panzer-Abt 216 




21 


10 SturmPz iV 



schwere-Panzerjdger-Abteiiung 525 






20 Nashorn 


10.44 

26.Panzer-Division 

10 








29. Panzergrenadter-Division 

9 






AH from 90.Pzgren-Div 


90.PanzergrenadierDivision 




12 





16.SS-Panzergrenadier-Divi$ion 




16 





StuG-Abt 242 




23 





schwere-Panzerjdger-Abteiiung S2S 






10 Nashorn 


11.44 

schwere-Panzer-Abteilung 504 



15 




AH from schwere-Panzer-Abteilung 508 

and 

StuG-Abt 907 




11 



In January 1945, all StuH 

j ms 








In January 1945, ail StuH 


StuG-Abt 914 




17 





Falischirm-StuG-Abt 11 





7xM43105/28 


Note that 3 of these vehicles were new 









with the remainder coming from 









334.tnf-Div in January 1945. By this 









time the battalion had been renamed 









Faiischirm-Sturmgeschutz-Abteiiung 21 


schwere-Panzerjager-Abteitung 525 






10 Nashorn 

In November 1944 


The chart above has been compiled from available archives and records and it is probable that these are either incomplete or, in rare instances, inaccurate. Nevertheless 
it provides a useful picture of the number of reinforcements and replacements dispatched to the German units throughout the Italian campaign. The month given 
indicates the date of shipment from Germany and the reader should note that there could be as much as several weeks delay before the vehicles actually reached their 
allocated unit. One advantage to knowing the recorded shipping date is that a reasonable assumption can be made as to the model or variant of a particular vehicle type. 
It should also be noted that there were numerous transfers between formations, either when a unit departed Italy, as it was usual that heavy eguipment was left behind, 
or when new materiels freed older vehicles to equip less favoured or newly formed units. Here too, our list is unfortunately not complete. The totals include 153 Pzkw IV 
tanks plus 11 Befehlswagen IV, 68 Panther and 51 Tiger tanks and 247Sturmgeschutz III assault guns including at least 32 Sturmhaubitze versions. After November 1944 
most vehicle allocations were probably transfers between divisions. 
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Sturmhaubitze 42 ausfG. Unit unknown. Photographed near 
Monte Belvedere, probably in February 1945 when this area 
had been captured by the Allies after almost four months of 
heavy fighting, this assault howitzer still bears traces of its 

winter whitewash 
camouflage. Also of 
note is the plain black 
Balkenkreuz and the 
Rundumsfeuer remote 
control machine gun in 
front of the loader's 
hatch. These guns were 
introduced into 
production in March 
1944 as was the new 
loader's hatch which 
now opened outwards. 



Above left and center: Two views of the 1:72 scale Panther ausf G built by Steve 
Shrimpton showing the additional armour fitted to the turret roof and over the rear 
deck. Above right: A Pzkw V Panther ausf G of II.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 26 
photographed near Massa Lombarda, a small town about 45 kilometres west of 
Ravenna, in April 1945. The armour plate attached to the turret roof is 
clearly visible here as is the camouflage pattern. ___ mG 


Below: A plan view of the turret roof 
armour fixed to the Panther tanks of 
Panzer-Regiment 26. The weld seam 
where the angle of the plate changes 
is visible as are the bolts that held the 
armour in place. These plates, and 
those on the engine deck:, varied only 
slightly from one tank to another and 
even then only in small details. 




Above: Pzkw V Panther ausf G. 4.Kompanie, I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 26. By February 
1945, I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 4 - which had operated independently until that time - was 
permanently attached to 26. Panzer-Division as the first, or Panther, battalion of the division's 
Panzer regiment. At some time, probably during the enforced hiatus of the winter months, the 
Panthers were modified with additional armour plates as shown here and discussed on pages 26 
and 27. The application of the turret numbers seems to have been common to the battalion's 
newly arrived Panther ausfG models. 


Left: Pzkw V Panther ausf A. 
I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 26. 

Also photographed in early 1945, 
the modifications made to this tank 
are essentially the same as that 
shown above. The use of fencing 
wire to hold foliage camouflage in 
place was a common feature of the 
battalion's tanks at this time and 
was in fact almost universal. This 
tank is also shown and discussed on 
page 27. 
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TO THE LAST BULLET 







9 


At right: A beautifully constructed and 
painted 1/72 scale model of a ^ 

Panzerkampfwagen V Panther ausfA of 
I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 26 
featuring the field modified armour used by 
the tanks of this regiment in Italy. We are 
indebted to Steve Shrimptom who built and 
photographed this model for his kind permission 
to reproduce this image and those on page 33. 

MOHE GIIEAT TITLES THOM ADH PUsSiB.r. 
Al'JD THE OLIVE I! PULSUjHITJG GHOUP 


Right: A Jagdpanzer IV of an 
unidentified unit photographed 
during the summer of 1944. Below: 
Semi-official cap badges of 
34.lnfanterie-Division at left and 
90.Panzergrenadier-Division. 
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